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SUBJECT: CALL ON THE PRESIDENT BY PRESIDENT EANES OF 
PORTUGAL 

1. PORTUGUESE PERMREP SPOKE TO ME ON "PERSONAL" BASIS 
REGARDING PROBLEM WHICH HAS ARISEN WITH RESPECT TO 
PRESIDENT EANES' PLANNED VISIT TO WASHINGTON EOR NATO 
SUMMIT. ACCORDING TO FREITAS CRUZ, PRESIDENT EANES IS 
NOW CONSIDERING CALLING OEE ATTENDANCE AT WASHINGTON 
SUMMIT AFTER HAVING BEEN ADVISED IT WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE 
EOR HIM TO HAVE A PERSONAL MEETING WITH PRESIDENT CARTER. 

2. FREITAS CRUZ SAID HE REALIZED THAT TWO PRESIDENTS 
WOULD BE MEETING SEVERAL TIMES DURING THE TWO-DAY SUMMIT 
IN WASHINGTON BUT EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE EOR EANES' 

DOMESTIC POSITION IN THAT HE BE SEEN AT HOME TO BE 
RECEIVED ALONE BY US PRESIDENT. EVEN A EIETEEN-MINUTE 
VISIT WOULD BE ENOUGH EOR EANES' PURPOSES. FAILURE OF 
EANES TO BE RECEIVED PERSONALLY BY US PRESIDENT WOULD BE 
EXPLOITED BY PORTUGUESE OPPOSITION AT HOME ON BOTH LEFT 

AND RIGHT TO WEAKEN EANES' STATURE BY SHOWING THAT HE LACKED 
STANDING ABROAD OR WAS POORLY REGARDED BY HIS US ALLY. 

THIS WOULD BE DAMAGING TO EANES IN PRESENT TROUBLED 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 
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POLITICAL SITUATION IN LISBON, AND EANES WAS ACCORDINGLY 
CONSIDERING EORGOING ATTENDANCE AT NATO SUMMIT. 

3. IN RESPONSE TO EREITAS'S REQUEST, I SAID I WOULD 
INQUIRE ABOUT THE POSSIBILITIES EOR A BRIEE PRIVATE 
MEETING BETWEEN THE TWO PRESIDENTS. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

4. COMMENT: AS A FORMER AMBASSADOR TO LISBON, I CAN 
UNDERSTAND THE PORTUGUESE CONCERN. PORTUGUESE ARE 
STICKLERS ON MATTERS OF PERSONAL PRESTIGE. I HAVE NO 
DOUBT THAT IF PORTUGUESE CHIEF OF STATE CAME TO 
WASHINGTON AND WERE NOT RECEIVED FOR EVEN A BRIEF PERSONAL 
CALL BY OUR PRESIDENT, HE WOULD SUFFER BOTH POLITICAL 

AND PERSONAL EMBARRASSMENT AT HOME AND THE MATTER WOULD 
BE EXPLOITED BY OPPOSITION FORCES. GIVEN THE UNSTABLE 
POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC SITUATION IN PORTUGAL, THAT WOULD 
HARDLY SEEM TO BE IN US INTEREST. 

5. EMBASSY LISBON MAY WISH TO COMMENT. BENNETT 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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